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II) Claims 11 to 20 , in part, drawn to a process of preparing com- 
pounds of formula (III); 

III) Claims 1 and 4 to 20, in part, drawn to a process of preparing 
N-phosphonomethylglycine compounds ; 

IV) Claims 21 to 24, drawn to a compound of formula (I); and 

V) Claim 25 , drawn to an intermediate. 

Since applicants canceled Claims 1 to 24 upon filing of the present 
application, applicants have already elected, and restricted the ap- 
plication to, group (V). The Examiner's election and restriction re- 
quirement is, therefore , deemed to be moot. 

The Examiner further required applicants to elect a single dis- 
closed species within the elected group, indicating that restriction 
within the elected group would be required unless a generic claim is 
finally held allowable. Applicants herewith elect the intermediate 
obtained when a hexahydrotriazine derivative of the formula II 



X 

in which X is CN, is reacted with essentially stoichiometric amounts 
of a triacyl phosphite of the formula III 



in which R 3 is phenyl. It is, however, respectfully urged that a 
restriction within the realm of the intermediates as currently de- 
fined in applicants' Claim 25 based on the denotation of X and R 3 is 
not deemed to be necessary. As pointed out in MPEP §803.02, a re- 
striction within a Markush-type claim should not be required unless 
the claim lacks unity of invention, and unity of invention exists 
within a Markush group where the compounds (1) share a common util- 
ity, and (2) share a substantial structural feature which is essen- 
tial to that utility. 

Applicants ' intermediates share a common utility in that the in- 
termediates encompassed by applicants' Claim 25 are useful for pre- 
paring N-phosphonomethylglycine. Applicants' intermediates also share 
a substantial structural feature which is essential to that utility 
because applicants' intermediates incorporate the N-phosphonomethyla- 
mine moiety into the N-phosphonomethylglycine. According to the ex- 
planations in MPEP §803.02 and the criteria for restriction which are 
set forth in MPEP §803.01 a restriction within the subject matter of 
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Claim 25 should therefore not be necessary. Favorable action is re- 
spectfully solicited. 

Request for Extension of Time : 

It is respectfully requested that a two month extension of time 
be granted in this case. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge the requisite $450.00 fee to Deposit Account No. 11.0345. 

Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the 
filing of this paper, including Extension of Time fees, to Deposit 
Account No. 11.0345. Please credit any excess fees to such deposit 
account. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Keil & Weinkauf 




Jason D. Voiglft 
Reg. No. 42,205 



1350 Connecticut Ave, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 659-0100 
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